
2 Corinthians 2:1- But I determined this within myself, that I would not come again to you in 
sorrow. 

This passage is further clarified later in 2 Corinthians 2:3, where Paul provides deeper insight 
into his decision to delay his visit. Some of Paul's critics in Corinth used his change of plans as 
evidence against him, questioning both his integrity and his commitment to the church. Paul 
understood that another visit at that moment could potentially create more confusion and deepen 
existing divisions. 

His first letter to the Corinthians had been strongly corrective, addressing serious issues within 
the church. While correction was necessary, Paul's desire was not merely to rebuke them but to 
see genuine repentance, restoration, and unity. The heart behind this second letter is one of 
reconciliation and encouragement. 

By delaying his visit, Paul gave the Corinthians time to respond to his previous instruction and 
examine their own hearts. He wanted them to be receptive not only to the message he had sent 
but also to him personally before he returned. His goal was that their next meeting would be 
marked by joy and restoration rather than further sorrow and confrontation. 

This reveals an important principle about God's guidance. There are times when God places a 
desire or calling within our hearts, but we must still seek His timing. Knowing what God wants 
us to do is only part of the equation; discerning when He wants us to do it is equally important. 

Many difficulties arise not because we have the wrong direction but because we move ahead of 
God's timing. Paul knew he would eventually return to Corinth, but he also understood that the 
timing had to be right. Waiting was not a lack of faith—it was an act of wisdom and obedience. 
We see this in the life of Moses. Moses knew he would deliver God’s people but he got ahead of 
God and did it his way (Exodus 2). Moses ultimately delayed God’s plan for his life and the 
children of Isreal escaping slavery and the oppression of Pharoh.  

The same is true for us. God may give us a vision, an opportunity, a ministry assignment, a 
relationship, or a career path, but we should not assume that every open door must be entered 
immediately. As we seek the Lord, we must remain sensitive to both His direction and His 
timing. What God has promised will not be hindered by waiting for His perfect time. 

2 Corinthians 2:2- For if I make you sorrowful, then who is he who makes me glad but the 
one who is made sorrowful by me? 

This verse reveals a side of Paul that is not always emphasized. Paul genuinely loved the people 
he ministered to, and his joy was closely connected to their spiritual well-being. He was not 
simply concerned with delivering a message; he cared deeply about the people receiving it. 

This kind of love can only flow from someone who is secure in their identity in Christ and no 
longer living for themselves (Galatians 2:20). Paul's life demonstrates what it means to be 
crucified with Christ and to allow Christ's life to be expressed through him (Philippians 1:21). 



When we are consumed with self, we become easily offended, wounded, and controlled by the 
actions of others. However, as we grow in our union with Christ and learn to die to self, we 
become increasingly free from the need to defend ourselves or seek personal vindication. 

If we find ourselves continually upset, bitter, or offended by others, it may reveal areas where 
self is still seeking to rule. Rather than condemning us, these moments can serve as opportunities 
for growth as the Holy Spirit continues conforming us to the image of Christ (Romans 8:29). 

Paul had every human reason to distance himself from the Corinthians. Some questioned his 
motives, criticized his character, and challenged his authority. Yet Paul refused to stop loving 
them. He continued to seek their good, their restoration, and their joy. 

This was only possible because Paul's life and source of joy were rooted in Christ rather than in 
the approval of people (Acts 5:29). If his joy had depended on how others treated him, he would 
have been discouraged constantly. Instead, his joy flowed from his relationship with Jesus. 

The same principle applies to us. When our identity, acceptance, and joy are found in Christ, we 
are freed to love people even when they misunderstand us, disappoint us, or oppose us. Our 
ability to care for others is no longer dependent on how they respond to us because our life is 
hidden with Christ in God. 

Paul's example tells us that maturity is not merely knowing truth; it is allowing the life of Jesus 
within us to produce genuine love, patience, and joy toward others, even in difficult 
relationships. 

2 Corinthians 2:3- And I wrote this very thing to you, lest, when I came, I should have sorrow 
over those from whom I ought to have joy, having confidence in you all that my joy is the 
joy of you all. 

While Paul was imprisoned and facing the possibility of execution in Rome, he repeatedly used 
the words joy, rejoice, and rejoicing throughout his letter to the Philippians. More than sixteen 
times he encouraged the believers to rejoice, even while he himself was in chains. His 
circumstances did not determine his joy. 

Paul's joy was rooted in Christ. Because this was his source, external situations could not steal 
what God had given him internally. Joy was not merely a theme in Paul's writings; it was a 
defining characteristic of his ministry and relationship with God. 

At first glance, First Corinthians may not seem like a joyful letter. Much of it contains 
correction, rebuke, and instruction regarding serious issues within the church. Yet Paul's purpose 
was never condemnation. His goal was restoration. He corrected because he loved them and 
desired to see them walk in the fullness of what God had for them. 

Any good parent understands the joy that comes when a child recognizes a wrong path, receives 
correction, and responds rightly. The correction may be difficult in the moment, but the result 



brings joy because it leads to growth and restoration. Paul viewed the Corinthians in a similar 
way. 

His heart was not to prove himself right or to win an argument. His desire was to see repentance 
produce life. He understood that godly correction, when received, opens the door for deeper 
fellowship with God and greater spiritual maturity. 

This reflects the heart of God Himself. Romans 2:4 reminds us that it is the goodness of God that 
leads us to repentance. God's correction is not an expression of rejection but of love. He corrects 
because He desires restoration, not condemnation. 

Paul's joy was connected to seeing Jesus formed in others. Even when difficult conversations 
were necessary, his motivation remained love. He rejoiced not in having to correct the 
Corinthians, but in the hope that they would receive the correction, turn to the Lord, and 
experience the life and freedom that come through repentance. 

For this reason, Paul's joy could remain constant. It was not anchored in favorable circumstances 
or people's approval. It was anchored in Christ and in the work God was accomplishing in the 
lives of those he served. 

2 Corinthians 2:4- For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote to you, with many 
tears, not that you should be grieved, but that you might know the love which I have so 
abundantly for you. 

One of the primary motivations behind Jesus' ministry of healing was compassion. Again and 
again throughout the Gospels, we see that He was moved with compassion toward people in their 
pain, sickness, confusion, and brokenness. His actions flowed from love. 

The love Paul reveals in this verse is rooted in that same Christ-like love. Although his previous 
letter to the Corinthians contained strong correction and rebuke, this passage exposes the heart 
behind his words. Paul was not writing to shame them or prove himself right. His purpose was 
corrective—to help bring them back onto the right path and restore their fellowship with God. 

Paul even tells them that he wrote "out of much affliction and anguish of heart" and with many 
tears. The correction was not easy for him. He felt deeply for the people he was addressing 
because he genuinely loved them. 

This provides an important lesson for anyone entrusted with leadership or influence. Whether in 
ministry, business, parenting, or any position of responsibility, there are times when correction is 
necessary. Love does not ignore problems, nor does it allow destructive behavior to go 
unchecked. Sometimes the most loving thing a person can do is address an issue directly. 

2 Corinthians 2:5- But if anyone has caused grief, he has not grieved me, but all of you to 
some extent—not to be too severe. 



The context Paul is addressing in this verse is the man caught in incest and how his actions 
affected the entire congregation. 

This reveals an important truth: when we choose to step out of alignment with God and His 
Word, it does not impact only us. Our decisions carry weight, and our choices affect those 
around us. Sin is never isolated, and neither is repentance. What one person allows or tolerates 
can influence an entire body, which is why Paul addressed the matter with such seriousness and 
care. 

2 Corinthians 2:6- This punishment which was inflicted by the majority is sufficient for such 
a man,  

The wages of sin is death, as Romans 6:23 tells us, and there are real consequences to our 
actions. Grace does not eliminate consequences; it redeems us through them. 

When we sow to the flesh, we reap corruption, as Paul explains in Galatians 6:8. The flesh 
always promises freedom but delivers bondage, and unchecked behavior eventually produces 
destruction. Discipline, when done rightly, exposes the flesh without crushing the person. This 
must be learned I believe in a position of leadership. 

The discipline that followed the man caught in incest in 1 Corinthians 5 accomplished its 
purpose. It was sufficient. Correction was applied, repentance was produced, and restoration 
became possible.  

2 Corinthians 2:7- so that, on the contrary, you ought rather to forgive and comfort him, lest 
perhaps such a one be swallowed up with too much sorrow. 

Paul is now making it clear that while the discipline was just and necessary, there came a point 
when it had accomplished its purpose. Now it was time to receive the man back, to forgive him, 
and to comfort him. 

Correction has a season, but so does restoration. When discipline continues past its purpose, it no 
longer produces life—it produces sorrow that can overwhelm the soul and actually hurt the 
person. Paul understood that unchecked grief can be just as destructive as unchecked sin. 

When Paul stated earlier that the man was to be turned over to Satan for the destruction of the 
flesh, this reveals something: there are times when we must release control and allow people to 
choose their own direction. As much as we may want to walk beside someone, guide them, or 
protect them from the consequences of their actions, every person has free will. Sometimes it 
takes falling so low that all self-reliance is stripped away, leaving only God as the source of 
rescue. 

This was not about handing someone over to Satan for eternal destruction, but for repentance and 
restoration. The goal was always salvation, not condemnation. In this case, it benefited the man 
caught in sin, because the breaking of the flesh opened the door for repentance, and repentance 
made restoration possible. Love knows when to correct, and love also knows when to restore. 



We see this with the Prodigal’s son. He arrived at a place where things got so bad that he had to 
come to his own senses and return home.  

2 Corinthians 2:8- Therefore I urge you to reaffirm your love to him. 

The word urge in Greek is parakaleō, which means to invite, encourage, or strongly appeal. The 
word reaffirm is kuroō, meaning to ratify, confirm, or make something valid publicly. Paul was 
not calling for silent tolerance but for an intentional, visible restoration of love. 

What kind of love could someone extend toward a person caught in incest? This is where the 
beauty of the gospel is revealed. The foundation of the gospel is forgiveness. God extended His 
love toward us while we were still sinners, not once we had everything together, as Romans 5:8 
tells us. If God has forgiven us at our worst, how can we justify holding onto the failures of 
others? Scripture calls us to be kind to one another, forgiving one another, just as Christ has 
forgiven us (Ephesians 4:32). Forgiveness is not a suggestion—it is the evidence that we 
understand grace. 

Forgiveness is not a feeling; it is a choice. Many believers think they must feel right before they 
can act right, but Scripture teaches the opposite. Forgiveness is not primarily about the other 
person—it is about you. Isaiah 43:25 tells us that God forgives and remembers our sins no more 
for His own sake. In the same way, when we refuse to forgive, we are not punishing the other 
person—we are hindering ourselves from walking in victory. Unforgiveness always costs the one 
who carries it. 

This could not have been easy for the church in Corinth. Some may have been closely connected 
to those involved, yet forgiveness was still possible because the love of God had been poured out 
in their hearts by the Holy Spirit (Romans 5:5). What God commands He will also empower. 

Is there someone you have decided you will never forgive? If so, that is one of the enemy’s most 
effective tools to keep a believer bound. The antidote to hate is love. You may not feel like 
loving someone who wronged you, accused you, or wounded you, but Scripture tells us to put on 
the new man (Ephesians 4:24)—the one who walks in love, blesses, does good, and prays for 
those who persecute him (Matthew 5:44).  

The real you is never found in unforgiveness. Walk in the real you, not a stolen identity. 

2 Corinthians 2:9- For to this end I also wrote, that I might put you to the test, whether you 
are obedient in all things. 

Paul’s first letter was not written merely to inform the Corinthians, but to reveal something. 

His letter was evidence to see whether they would actually receive his message, submit to 
correction, and act on what was written. Any revelation we receive that is not acted upon remains 
information. I always tells people I minister to when we attend a conference or listen to a 
teaching, we are not simply getting more Word, but a greater responsibility.  



Paul was testing their willingness to yield, not their knowledge. Correction reveals whether a 
believer values being right or being transformed.  

2 Corinthians 2:10- Now whom you forgive anything, I also forgive. For if indeed I have 
forgiven anything, I have forgiven that one for your sakes in the presence of Christ,  

Paul is making it clear that the forgiveness he is calling them to walk in is the same forgiveness 
he himself is choosing to extend. 

The word forgive in Greek is charizomai, which means to grant as a favor—freely, graciously, in 
kindness. It carries the idea of pardon and even rescue. Forgiveness is not something earned; it is 
something released. Paul was not excusing the sin, but he was choosing to release the person 
from the debt of it. 

Forgiveness is always a choice made in the presence of Christ, not based on the behavior of the 
offender. When we refuse to forgive, it is no different than drinking poison and expecting it to 
affect the other person. Unforgiveness never traps the offender—it keeps the one captive who 
holds it.  

Grace, when released, frees both the giver and the receiver. This is a beautiful picture of the 
kingdom. 

2 Corinthians 2:11- lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of his 
devices. 

This is a powerful verse, and in context Paul is clearly addressing offense and unforgiveness.  

The word advantage in Greek is pleonekteō, which means to make a gain, to exploit, or to 
defraud. Satan is always looking to gain ground, and his motive has never changed—to steal, 
kill, and destroy. If you want to give the enemy room to operate in your life, remain in offense 
and unforgiveness. Unforgiveness is not passive; it is permission to destroy you and take you 
out. 

The word ignorant is agnoeō, meaning to not know or to lack understanding. If a believer does 
not understand that Satan’s primary tactic to bind them is unforgiveness, then the enemy will 
have advantage over them. What you are unaware of can still harm you. 

The Greek word for devices is noēma, which means thoughts, perceptions, or the mind. This tells 
us something critical: the battleground is the mind. You will either win or lose based on your 
thinking, because the arena of faith is the mind, and that is where the enemy launches his 
assaults. It is no accident that the vast majority of the epistles address the mind, the way of 
thinking, and renewed understanding—Romans, 1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians, Ephesians, 
Philippians, Colossians, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 Timothy, and Titus. Paul knew freedom 
is sustained by right thinking. 



Is your mind occupied with revenge—getting someone back for the harm they caused you? What 
they did may have been wrong, and no one is dismissing that. But the real question is this: is it 
worth ruining your life because of their decision? Is it worth forfeiting your future and giving the 
enemy access because you chose to harbor offense? 

The way out of offense is love. And if you want unforgiveness to die, you must stop feeding it. 
What you starve loses power. What you forgive loses control. 

2 Corinthians 2:12-  Furthermore, when I came to Troas to preach Christ’s gospel, and a door 
was opened to me by the Lord, 

Troas was a city in the western part of the Roman province of Asia, and Paul makes it clear that 
the opportunity before him was not man-made—it was God-ordained. 

Doors open because of the Lord, not because of people (Psalm 75:6). If a door you desire to open 
has not opened yet, or if one has been shut, keep walking, there are more doors. Destiny is not 
missed because of closed doors—it is missed when a person chooses to stop walking altogether.  

It is also important to understand that when God opens a door, opposition often follows. Paul 
himself said in 1 Corinthians 16:9 that a great and effective door was opened to him, yet there 
were many adversaries. Resistance does not mean the door is wrong; many times it confirms that 
it is right. 

Do not think it strange when pressure arises after an open door. Scripture tells us not to be 
surprised by fiery trials, as though something unusual were happening (1 Peter 4:12). Open doors 
test discernment, endurance, and trust, but they also confirm that God is moving you forward. 

2 Corinthians 2:13- I had no rest in my spirit, because I did not find Titus my brother; but 
taking my leave of them, I departed for Macedonia. 

What is Paul saying when he states that he had no rest in his spirit? This is not emotional unrest, 
I believe it is deeper. 

The primary way God communicates with His children is through the inward witness, which is 
not an audible voice but a knowing (Romans 8:14, 16). Many believers are waiting for a voice 
they can hear or a feeling they can sense, yet man is a three-part being—spirit, soul, and body—
and God does not communicate through the mind or the body. 

The voice of the body is feelings, and God will not lead you by feelings. The voice of the soul is 
reasoning and intellect, and while those are useful, they are not God’s way of guidance. God is 
Spirit, and we are spirit (Jn 4:24), and His primary way of speaking to us now is through the 
inward witness—a check in the spirit, a restraint, or a quiet knowing. This is where true 
discernment is learned. An immature Christian needs God to shout but a mature one can hear a 
whisper. 



Victory in the Christian life begins when we discover how God speaks to us under the new 
covenant. Paul’s statement that he had no rest in his spirit points to this inward witness. 
Something was unsettled internally, even though outwardly the opportunity to minister in Troas 
was open. Open doors do not override inward restraint. 

Paul’s intention was to meet Titus in Troas, but that did not happen. Rather than forcing his 
plans, Paul honored the lack of peace in his spirit. He left Troas and went on to Macedonia. This 
reveals maturity—learning when to move forward and when to move on.  

Being led by the Spirit sometimes means walking away from what looks good on the outside 
because God is redirecting you from the inside. 

2 Corinthians 2:14-  Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and 
through us diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place. 

Paul now shifts his attention back to God, anchoring everything in the truth that victory is always 
found in Him, not in circumstances, not in people, and not in personal strength. 

This is one of the few places in the epistles where Paul uses the word triumph. The only other 
place it appears is in Colossians 2:15, where Paul declares that Christ disarmed principalities and 
powers and made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in the cross. Triumph is not 
something the believer is trying to achieve—it is something Jesus has already secured. 

Just two verses earlier, Paul made the believer aware of the enemy’s devices—his thoughts, 
strategies, and tactics. But here Paul makes something equally clear: the enemy we deal with is 
already defeated. Awareness of the enemy is important, but fixation on him is not. We are not led 
by fear of his schemes; we are led in triumph because of Jesus’ victory. 

Paul reminds us that God does not occasionally lead us in victory—He always leads us in 
triumph in Christ. Our role is not to fight for victory, but to walk in the victory that has already 
been won. 

2 Corinthians 2:15- For we are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who are being 
saved and among those who are perishing 

Whether people receive the gospel or reject it, the believer is meant to carry the aroma of Christ. 

Have you put off the old man who once lied, stole, and gossiped, as Ephesians 4:22 instructs, and 
put on the new man, who now uses his words to edify, to give, and to bless (Ephesians 4:23)? 
The fragrance we carry is directly tied to the identity we are walking in. 

If someone continues to live out of the old man, that behavior has a smell to it. It is not attractive, 
and no one wants to be around it. Old patterns reek of self, flesh, and death. The gospel was 
never meant to smell like hypocrisy. 



The new man, however, carries a sweet fragrance—the aroma of Christ Himself. This is not 
forced behavior; it is the result of a transformed nature and abiding in Christ. When Jesus is 
expressed through our lives, people are drawn not to us, but to Him. 

2 Corinthians 2:16-  To the one we are the aroma of death leading to death, and to the other 
the Paul makes it clear that the same message produces two very different responses. 

There are ultimately two categories of people in the world—those who are born again and those 
who are not. Those who are born again have received a new nature, the nature of Christ, which is 
righteous (2 Corinthians 5:21). Those who are not born again remain under the old nature, the sin 
nature, which Scripture identifies as being of the devil. This is not about behavior modification; 
it is about nature. 

The gospel confronts the nature a person is living from. To those who have received Christ, the 
message produces life upon life. But to those who reject Christ, the same message exposes death, 
because it confronts the very thing they are unwilling to surrender.  

The only way to be born again is to receive Jesus. If Christ is rejected, there is no other source of 
life (John 14:6). Outside of Him, the aroma remains one of death. This is why Paul ends the 
verse with the question, “Who is sufficient for these things?”—because carrying the fragrance of 
Christ is not a light matter. It reveals life to some and exposes death to others, and only God is 
sufficient to work through that reality. 

2 Corinthians 2:17-  For we are not, as so many, peddling the word of God; but as of sincerity, 
but as from God, we speak in the sight of God in Christ. 

Paul draws a contrast between those who handle the Word for personal gain and those who speak 
from pure motive, fully aware that they are accountable before God. 

The Greek word for peddling is kapēleuō, and it means to profit dishonestly, to deal in something 
for base or sordid gain. This implies selfish motive—using the Word as a means to elevate self 
rather than exalt Christ. Paul is making it clear that the gospel was never meant to be marketed 
for personal advancement. 

If you are in the fivefold ministry, the question must be asked: is this about Jesus, or is it about 
being seen, known, or celebrated? Even outside of ministry, since we are all called to fulfill the 
Great Commission, motives still matter. 

 Is the food drive you host about loving people, or is it for a tax write-off? Are you wearing Jesus 
shirts to point people to Christ, or simply to gain more followers on social media? When the 
motive points back to self, what we are doing is for our own gain. Paul says he spoke with 
sincerity—fully sold out for Christ, with no hidden agenda. 

“In Christ” is one of the greatest themes in the New Testament. Over one hundred times Paul 
uses phrases such as in Christ, in Him, and in whom. These phrases define who we are now that 
we are born again—our union with Christ and our new identity in Him. When a believer truly 



knows who they are in Christ, there is no need to boast, perform, or manipulate outcomes. 
Identity settled removes selfish ambition. As Romans 3:27 reminds us, boasting is excluded 
when we understand that everything we have flows from Him, not from us. 

 


